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FE Artsmark criteria for Part 1 Why do the criteria ask for this?

1. Organisation details
• Please provide numbers of learners studying within SSA9 subject areas 1, 2 and 3 (arts sector 

subjects) for the current academic year, as well as the retention and success rates for these subject 
areas in the previous academic year (this is for context purposes only).

• Artsmark further education colleges will monitor their retention and success rates 
against national averages in order to identify areas of strength and/or development.

1.2 Qualifications
• A minimum of six arts subjects must be offered at Levels 2 and 3, with at least one in each of the 

three areas of SSA9.

• Where colleges offer courses at Levels 1 to 4 or above, a minimum of two arts subjects must be 
offered at each level.

• At least one clearly identified progression route to the creative industries should be named, 
eg availability of an apprenticeship programme or structured placement opportunity with the 
creative and cultural sector. All opportunities should be in line with government guidance and 
national minimum wage legislation.

• Artsmark colleges offer accreditation in a broad range of arts subjects,  
creating an environment for learners to progress in the arts and to have  
their achievements recognised.

• Working with employers in the creative and cultural sector is essential for an  
Artsmark college and apprenticeships offer an excellent route in for learners. The 
Creative Apprenticeships framework designed by Creative and Cultural Skills is the 
most relevant to Artsmark; however, there may be other programmes that enable 
access to the creative and cultural sector via, for example, marketing or fundraising.

1.3 Extra-curricular arts 
• A minimum of six extra-curricular arts activities need to be available to those taking part in SSA9 

courses across each level offered by the college (1, 2, 3 and 4 or above). The extra-curricular 
activities should be distributed across more than one subject area of SSA9.

An activity can count at more than one level, and colleges can include a whole range of 
opportunities and experiences for learners, including visits, regular activities and multi-day trips. 
(Weekly sessions should run for a minimum of six weeks; trips should run across a minimum of 
three single day trips or over three days for multi-day trips.)

A list of what counts as relevant extra-curricular activities is available to Artsmark network 
members.

• Very often these less formal opportunities enable learners’ individual interests to 
really flourish. Extra-curricular activities enable choices to be made and specialist 
areas to be explored, and can consolidate what is learnt through subject courses.

• The expectation is that extra-curricular activities are offered to those studying SSA9 
subjects, but we also encourage opportunities to be made available for learners 
pursuing non-arts subjects, either as audiences or participants. 

(V1)

The term ‘arts’ in the Artsmark criteria applies to a wide range of disciplines, including learners within SSA9 subject areas: 1. Performing Arts, 2. Craft, Creative Arts and Design 
and 3. Media and Communications. Production Arts are included within Performing Arts.
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1.4 Working with artists and arts organisations 
• A minimum of one opportunity with a named artist or arts organisation (including visits or in-college 

experiences) must be made available through each SSA9 subject offered by the college. These 
opportunities should be accessible to all learners at each level of study.

Guidance in defining professional artists and arts organisations: practitioners, venues and companies 
in any accepted art form, including those additional to the school staff, that make at least part of their 
living (or have in the past) through their arts practice. As a guide, full-time staff should not be included, 
but part-time staff can where they are also a practising artist. External input is encouraged. Please note 
artists in residence, music education hubs and Bridge organisations do count where involved in direct 
delivery of provision. An opportunity could be a one-off workshop or visit or part of a longer term 
programme, but descriptions should focus on learning outcomes.

Qualifications
• The arts are part of our cultural heritage and an important entitlement for all. Opening 

our eyes to professional artists, be it at college, a venue or as part of an event, can 
widen the experience and expertise of both staff and learners.

• Working with the professional sector also supports learners to consider the career paths 
on offer to them in the creative and cultural sector, as well as the different routes into 
the sector. Learners should have the chance to meet a range of professionals, including 
those from support or technical disciplines.

• At their best, these opportunities can demonstrate great impact on young people’s new 
knowledge, skills, insights and ongoing inspiration.

Arts Award
For research purposes only we will ask you to indicate if you are running Arts Award or not. Although  
it is both recommended and encouraged throughout the Artsmark process, it is not a set requirement.  
Arts Award is a set of five qualifications. 

• Arts Award and Artsmark are complementary programmes. Artsmark recognises the 
approach of the whole organisation and Arts Award recognises the development, 
achievements and leadership potential of the individual in the arts. Both programmes 
are delivered by Trinity College London on behalf of Arts Council England, so we are 
always interested in how the two programmes can and do work together. If your 
school is new to Arts Award we will support you to get going, and if you are already 
offering it we will support you to demonstrate your achievements through your 
Artsmark application. 

• Arts Award offers unique qualifications to the young people who take part, and 
encourages reflection, creative practice, leadership and communication skills.

All applications must be submitted online, via the application portal. You must be registered with the Artsmark network in order to access the portal. This resource outlines the criteria, 
questions and the purpose of each question and does not replace the application form.


