[image: image1.jpg]¢, CO
N 0¢

Q& ArTsMARK —
F

AWARD

& Q
VoL A



Artsmark round 12



Exemplar answers for Special and PRU Schools

	How to use this document

This document has been written to help you get the most out of your Artsmark application.

It’s divided into 5 sections:

Section 1 – The arts in your school

Section 2 – Excellence and wider impact

Section 3 – A skilled workforce

Section 4 – Your school in your community

Section 5 - Partnerships with artists and arts organisations

In each section the questions in blue should be answered by ALL applicants and the questions in yellow should ONLY be answered by Artsmark Gold applicants. Under each question there is a box telling you how to answer and what the assessment criteria is. An exemplar answer is then given below this.




SECTION 1

The arts in your school

Artsmark questions (all applicants)

1.1 What is the vision for the arts in your school?

1.2 How do you evaluate the quality of arts education in your school?

1.3 How do you give pupils experience of the arts from a wide range of places, practices and perspectives?

1.4 What are the strengths and weaknesses of arts education at your school/setting?

Artsmark Gold questions (Artsmark Gold applicants only)

1.5 How do pupils play an active part in developing arts education in your school/setting?

1.6 In three years’ time, how will you have significantly raised the quality of arts education at your school/setting?

	1. The arts in your school

	1.1 What is the vision for the arts in your school?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Please attach one of the following documents:

• School/setting arts policy covering at least art and design, dance, drama, music and creative writing. 

• Vision for specialist arts college status 

• Creative arts faculty statement

-Or-

Write a 200 word statement about how and why the arts are defined, provided, and promoted, how all pupils can access them and what you hope your provision will achieve.
	A vision offering breadth and depth, which is committed to high quality in practice and provision. The vision is inclusive and shows how the school/setting aspires to meet the needs of all pupils through its arts provision.

Statement must include art and design, dance, drama and music.

A strong pass would also include other art forms such as creative writing and digital arts

	Exemplar answer

	We are a creative learning community and the arts (including art and design, dance, drama, creative writing and music) are a key part of our provision and an entitlement for all students. Our vision is to offer opportunities across the arts that are inclusive, relevant, of quality and challenging for all students. They provide a focus for the school and for wider community involvement and cultural diversity. They provide strategies for the delivery of the curriculum, and important learning experiences for post school/college work opportunities and leisure time. Accessed through planned schemes of work and working with creative partners during lessons, working outside of school hours and in residential settings, the arts enrich the lives of all our students.  

We foster the skills of teaching and support staff so that the delivery of the curriculum is full of rich creative experiences. Students experience the arts as practitioners and as audiences in school as well as in professional arts spaces including galleries, theatres and museums.  

The objective of our curriculum is to develop lifelong learners who are confident, express themselves, are motivated to achieve, access and take control of physical, social and technological environments; can communicate effectively and appropriately (including needs and preferences); maintain physical and emotional health and develop positive relationships.

Includes extracts drawn from Tuke Special School, St Clare’s Special School and Oxfordshire Hospital School 


	1. The arts in your school

	1.2 How do you evaluate the quality of arts education in your school?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 250 words explaining how you evaluate the quality of arts education in your school/setting.  Examples could be:

• By noting pupils’ outstanding arts achievements in and outside the curriculum

• By benchmarking pupils’ arts achievements against other school/settings

• By recording comments from advisers or teachers from outside your school/setting

• By recording comments from parents and carers and pupils

• By noting numbers of pupils progressing to specialist FE or HE courses in the arts (if applicable)

• School/Pupil Referral Unit Development/Improvement Plan (if applicable)

If possible, please attach your school or settings:

• Recent (last 3 years) and relevant OfSTED comments about high quality of arts education, or clearly related areas

• Relevant exam results and other achievement data (if applicable)
	Methods for regularly collecting evidence of the quality of arts education that include internal and external measures and feedback from pupils. This should be evident across the arts, and should cover at least art and design, dance, drama, music and creative writing.

	Exemplar answer

	We collate copies of letters, emails and oral comments from advisers, artists, teachers and other professionals who are involved in our arts activities. Many of these are used on our display screen which operates on a loop system in our foyer.

Our school development plan always includes arts targets (see extracts attached).  We monitor the implementation of arts targets throughout the year as part of a process of on-going development. 

Evaluations are used for all units of work in the arts and involve feedback from all participants including children, staff and arts partners. 

We are currently working with our partner special school and mainstream primary school in benchmarking achievements in music and dance.  This enables all of us to share understanding about expectations for children of all abilities.  We hope to later extend this to include art and design and drama. 

Imaginative approaches are used to gather feedback on ‘quality’ and record responses and comments from parents, community members and students to all our public performances, exhibitions and workshops. These are used to inform future plans as well as feedback to staff and students.
SEF collated information about the impact of arts education for example:

- 22% take an arts subject at examination level (either GCSE or through ASDAN) with 87% students meeting and exceeding targets. 

We monitor the number of pupils taking Arts Award. In 2008 11% of our pupils took the Award. This rose to 40% in 2009. All pupils from the 2008 cohort achieved the Bronze Award. 

Our Artsmark audit has shown us that this is still an area in which we can improve and we are therefore looking at new ways of gathering clear data.




	1. The arts in your school

	1.3 How do you give pupils experience of the arts from a wide range of places, practices and perspectives?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words explaining how you ensure that pupils experience the arts from a wide range of places, practices and perspectives. Your answer should include examples from across the arts.
	Pupils gain access to arts experiences covering a range of perspectives and practices, including an appreciation of different approaches to the arts locally, nationally and globally.

Answers should include examples from across the arts, such as art and design, dance, drama and music and creative writing.

	Exemplar answer

	We work to ensure all our students experience true cultural breadth through the arts, drawing on our local community and through much wider cultural perspectives and practices.  We respond to community and artistic needs and for two years have worked with a local music therapy group who now perform regularly at the school in celebrating the diversity of our community.  Our project with Graeae Theatre Company has enabled our students to create thrilling and innovative work, built around the creative use of sign language and audio description and has informed our future planning in drama. 

Some of our children wanted to focus on graffiti and explored the origin of the word meaning ‘scratching’ and how it was been used in Egypt, Greece and Rome to express a political message. Children researched what local people felt about the implications of graffiti and have learnt how it can enable one to express identity in an original, but responsible way.  

We are taking part in a city wide celebration of international culture as part of Derby’s cultural engagement with the Olympic and Paralympics games. We will work with artists from culturally diverse backgrounds to explore visual art forms indigenous to a chosen country and produce a series of art pieces, some of which will be displayed in Derby museum and art gallery. We will also be involved in making a two minute film that will be part of a city-wide film expressing the views of the young people’s population of why the Olympic games are important to them. 

Includes extracts drawn from St Clare’s Special School and Hope Special School 




	1. The arts in your school

	1.4 What are the strengths and areas for improvement of arts education at your school/setting?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing what you consider your school does best in arts education and at least one area of provision or achievement that you would like to improve within 12 months.

Examples could include:

• raising self-esteem/confidence

• improving attendance and behaviour

• raising the profile of the provision in the educational and wider community
	Able to identify appropriately the areas of strength and weakness of the arts at school/setting.

Answer must include at least one area for improvement.

	Exemplar answer

	We are especially proud of our music provision with increasing numbers of students excelling particularly in guitar. Our guitar teacher is particularly expert in tapping in to ‘hidden talents’ which have hitherto gone unnoticed: our students would not have been given the opportunity in mainstream setting to play or perform. Currently 50% or our young people play the guitar through ‘Jigsaw’ and several follow the Rock School syllabus. Last year we had two students who achieved Level 3 with distinction and one who achieved Level 2 with distinction: this is a developing pattern. One student is currently working on Level 4: equivalent to first year undergraduate level.

We encourage participation a ‘can do’ approach. In Art and Design our provision and results are personally excellent. We also use Art and craft as therapeutic opportunities for those young people unable to access GCSE courses at the present time. 

There is a good uptake (75%) of extra- curricular arts activities during the school day and at Youth club. This shows the commitment of staff and increasing interest of students in the arts.

Our ambition now is to develop the use of drama so that it can build students’ communication skills and impact on self esteem, confidence and team work, especially amongst our hard to reach young people.

Includes extracts drawn from Parkside PRU 




	1. The arts in your school – Artsmark Gold

	1.5 How do pupils play an active part in developing arts education in your school/setting?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words explaining how pupils can offer new ideas for arts education. Give one example of an idea for the arts in or outside the curriculum from pupils taken forward in school/setting.

You may refer to agenda items from your School Council, Form Groups or individual contributions.
	Pupils can offer new ideas for arts education in and outside the curriculum. An example of an idea for the arts in or outside the curriculum from pupils taken forward in school/setting.

	Exemplar answer

	The authentication of comments and suggestions made by our students is complex because of their severe or profound learning difficulties. Students are however given opportunities to comment and contribute. For example they have opportunities to review records of past projects, film or photographs, to build familiarity and confidence to begin a new project of their own. Seeing a record of a past project they were part of will bring a response which will show the level of its impact. Students may say ’Go again’ if Cornwall is mentioned. This is a reference to an arts focused residential visit last year. As it was a successful trip we are seeking funding to repeat it. There are opportunities for input when students’ experiences and work are recorded for ASDAN accreditation. We will use the same format for Arts Award.

Includes extracts drawn from Tuke Special School

We have regular programmed sessions with staff provide all students with opportunity to give feedback and offer ideas through:  

· verbal feedback

· written feedback

· use of communication aids

· pictorial – pupils point or eye point

Opinions and ideas from students are discussed through class council to school council.  The arts are always on the agenda.  An overwhelming number of male students requested the need for a ‘Boys dance club’. This club has now been offered on a regular basis and is attended by a regular number of boys from across the school. They develop their own routines with guidance from staff, rehearse and perform for the whole school in assembly.

Students requested to get involved with landscaping the sensory garden areas. They felt they had lots of ideas about what it should like and how it could be used by students. All students were then invited to produce a design for either the area at the front of the school or the unused section at the side of the playground. Students came up with a wide range of fantastic ideas implementing creative use of colour and shape to enhance their environment. Some designs were then put into place during whole school horticultural days. During one such day some students were given the option to produce something art based for the Japanese garden. They chose to create Carp windsocks to hang on the wooden Pagoda. The students designed and painted their own large scale fish on fabric. 

Includes extracts drawn from Parkside PRU, St Clare’s Special School and Hope Special School


	1. The arts in your school – Artsmark Gold

	1.6 In three years’ time, how will you have significantly raised the quality of arts education at your school/setting?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing the outcomes and impact of one significant improvement in arts education that you will have made in three years’ time.  

Examples could be:

• More or higher quality activity because of new facilities

• Improvement of a curriculum area because of new staff or CPD for staff

• Higher quality activity because of a long term partnership with an artist or arts organisation

If applicable to your school/setting, examples could be:

• More pupils gaining access to specialist FE and HE courses through improved exam results and better information, advice and guidance

• Becoming a centre for the Arts Award

• More work based learning through placements in the arts sector
	School/setting shows understanding of the impact on quality that will follow from one clearly described improvement to arts education over 3 years.

	Exemplar answer

	Action: Over the next three years we will become a well established centre for the Arts Award. 

Outcomes: The likely changes and improvements will be:

· All Year 9 pupils will be able to achieve the Bronze Award through it being provided as part of our Year 9 curriculum  from September 2011

· By 2012, at least 20 students at Key Stage 4 will have achieved Silver Arts Award supported by advisers outside the school day

· By 2013 at least 3 students will have achieved Gold Arts Award supported by advisers outside the school day

· By 2012 we will have targeted disengaged and underachieving pupils in Years 10 and 11 and at least 50% of these students will be responding positively through experiencing the Award.
By 2013, at least eight of our staff will be trained and active as Arts Award Advisers and will have made new contacts with professional arts organisations and artists who can provide additional experiences for our students, including work based placements at Key Stage 4 and 5.


SECTION 2

Excellence and wider impact

2.1 How do you identify and nurture the talent of the most artistically gifted pupils in the arts?

2.2 How do the arts contribute to the general well-being and positive attitudes of your pupils?

2.3 How do you ensure creative & innovative approach to learning across the curriculum using the arts? (Artsmark Gold only)
2.4 How can pupils begin to develop leadership skills in the arts? (Artsmark Gold only)
	2. Excellence and wider impact

	2.1 How do you identify and nurture the talent of the most artistically gifted pupils in the arts?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words explaining how you identify and nurture the talent of the most artistically gifted pupils, including through information, advice and guidance. Please include one example of an activity within the curriculum or out of hours for the most artistically gifted pupils.
	Strategy for identifying the most artistically gifted pupils in arts practice, including information, advice and guidance. One example of challenging provision for talented pupils, within the curriculum or in out of hours activities  

You may include detail from School/Pupil Referral Unit Policy for Gifted and Talented, if applicable.

	Exemplar answer

	Within each scheme of work in the arts there are targets set for each of the P Levels and staff identify and rigorously monitor and nurture individual children/students who are artistically gifted. Parents, carers and visiting artists also help us identify children with exceptional talents.

Pupils who are artistically gifted in an art form are given additional support and tuition through:  

· well publicised arts clubs and workshops as well as individual tuition (funded through our extended programme budget)

· taking part in regular exhibitions, concerts and performances in our own school, with our partner mainstream school and in local festivals

· access to appropriate qualifications in the art form including the Arts Award which will be introduced from September 2011

· taking part in Post 16 Young Enterprise Scheme
· regular links with professional artists and FE and HE specialists who can provide practical guidance on career paths or continuing development in the art form 

· sign posting to opportunities workshops and master classes outside.
An example is a high functioning autistic young man, with ADHD, who picked up a guitar in Year 10. He showed such interest and talent that time was spent giving him extra lessons with our music teacher and opportunity to play. When he left us in June 2010 he achieved Level 3 in the Rock School syllabus and gained a distinction.

Includes extracts drawn from Parkside PRU and Hope Special School


	2. Excellence and wider impact

	2.2 How do the arts contribute to the general well-being and positive attitudes of your pupils?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing how the arts make a contribution to the general well-being and positive attitudes of your pupils. Please include comments from pupils and specific observations from staff on the impact of the arts to illustrate this. 

Examples could be:

• Setting up out of hours activities that encourage independence, leadership and team work

• Targeting arts activities to increase attendance and improve behaviour

• Taking part in local, regional or national competitions and events to instil pride, enthusiasm and high standards in the arts

• Developing inclusive whole school/setting approaches, such as Sing Up or class instrumental tuition 

• Using the Arts Award to acknowledge achievement and promote inclusion (if applicable)
	The arts are central to the school/setting’s approach to encouraging the well-being of pupils.

Answer must include feedback from at least one pupil and staff member.

	Exemplar answer

	Attendance as a whole has improved since we have extended our provision in the arts and made them a key part of our curriculum.  

The collaborative nature of the arts, particularly dance, drama and music has resulted in   developing good relationship with others and improvement in their own self esteem.  Many parents say their children are more confident and positive about school and teachers say that this is impacting on all subjects in both behaviour and achievements.  

Our arts leadership programme has provided opportunities for students to support younger pupils in our arts club.  It has resulted in the older students gaining in confidence and responsibility and younger pupils developing new skills and confidence alongside positive role models. 

Headteacher comment:

‘The leadership programme has resulted in many more students gaining in a real sense of achievement and independence. We are looking forward to developing it through the introduction of the Arts Award in September 2011.’ 

Student comments:

“I enjoyed helping Simon learn his song and it was great seeing him perform on stage. I felt really proud”

“Sarah was really patient with me and made me believe I can perform.  I now know I can!’

Includes extracts drawn from St Clare’s Special School and Parkside PRU


	2.Excellence and wider impact – Artsmark Gold

	2.3 How do you ensure a creative and innovative approach to learning across the curriculum using the arts?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words explaining how the school/setting encourages all teachers to adopt creative approaches to learning based on the arts, including examples in two non-arts subjects.
	Successful arts-based creative and innovative approaches to learning across the curriculum. Examples from two non-arts subjects.

	Exemplar answer

	The arts are regarded as a key strategy for the delivery of the school’s curriculum. Each of the subject schemes of work includes opportunities for arts activities.

In Science the students study a unit on Extinction and in order to communicate the scale of animals students make life size Papier mache models which are displayed in the classroom. Scientific ideas are discussed about the realistic colours of such animals and then students have to recreate them and consider appropriate pattern on the skin. Students are able to relate the scale of an animal to their own environment through use of comparisons and display. The 3D models often generate different questions about size, weight, and adaptations to the environment. Being able to have a hands on involvement creating different animals gives students a tactile experience and a greater understanding.

In History students research the Romans and create an Emperor’s Wreath. Students are shown how to construct it and discuss materials that would have been used by the Romans. They can then wear their wreath and discuss how it feels to wear a symbol of power and wealth. This process develops roll play opportunities, motor skills and patience. Students are able to access history in a physical and tangible way which suits the way most of our students learn.

Includes extracts drawn from St Clare’s Special School


	2.Excellence and wider impact – Artsmark Gold

	2.4 How can pupils begin to develop leadership skills in the arts?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing how you encourage pupils to initiate and lead arts activities, including through the Arts Award. Please describe two examples of performances, displays, publication, out of school/setting clubs or other activities led by pupils.
	Pupils set up and run arts activities that develop leadership skills.

Answer should include two examples.

	Exemplar answer

	PMLD pupils/students work predominantly with communication aids, switches and sensory equipment and in doing so much of their progress generates activities based on the above. During school performances therefore pupils/students can interact using equipment  such as sound beams, midi creator, electronic drums and  Big Macks are used to speak the words, with a pupil/student pressing the switch to lead the action within productions such as ‘Oliver’ and ‘Midsummer Nights dream’. A senior student had responsibility of pressing the big mack switch to alert the rest of the students to the ‘dangerous happenings’ (in effect his actions controlled the actions). Similarly lighting effects are used during performances are controlled by students operating switches off stage.

Soundbeam equipment has been used within musical performances – the musician accessing the sound creator by a movement of their body which in turn triggers sound input. Students using electric wheelchairs have led a dance as part of a performing arts performance based on ‘Space’ 

The GMAZZ Partnership encourages a model of peer learning or whole group leadership roles to new pupils.

Some students have been given direct opportunities to lead sessions or work as an assistant to an arts partner as part of the Art Award pilot. One student led a painting session as part of the Can Do Week, which focuses on post 19 provision and this year had a day dedicated to arts provision outside of school.

Includes extracts drawn from Tuke Special School and St Clare’s Special School




SECTION 3

A skilled workforce

3.1 How do you improve teaching and learning in the arts through continuous professional development?

3.2 What is the impact on staff of working with professional artists and arts organisations? (Artsmark Gold only)
	3. A skilled workforce

	3.1 How do you improve teaching and learning in the arts through continuous professional development?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Attach a record of CPD in the arts over the last 2 years covering staff teaching art and design, dance, drama and music, showing who attended and the main learning outcome.

- or -

Write 200 words explaining how you identify the training needs of staff, allocate resources to and identify opportunities for CPD in the arts to improve teaching and learning in art & design, dance, drama, music and creative writing. Your answer should include induction for new staff, teaching assistants and support for ITT students in the arts.
	CPD has taken place for teachers of art and design, dance, drama, music and English over the last 2 years. The main learning outcomes have been identified.

Strategy for identifying training needs, allocating resources and identifying opportunities for CPD to improve teaching and learning in art & design, dance, drama, music and creative writing.

The approach to CPD includes induction for new staff, teaching assistants and support for ITT students.

	Exemplar answer

	Professional Development is a strand that runs through the planning of all the school does. We have a clear structure for performance management and there is an induction programme for all new staff (programme attached) and all staff are involved in lesson observation and feedback in our own school and in our local secondary school and FE college as part of on-going professional development. 

Each target in the School Development Plan includes success criteria with time and resources for staff training needed to achieve it. Individual initiatives such as the Big Draw, which has become an annual event, are given a dedicated staff meeting for specialist teachers to share skills and materials with colleagues. Staff are given advance opportunities for familiarisation and training. Those working with the Wallace collection team will visit the gallery and discuss the project. The teacher coordinating the work with Graeae Theatre has attended workshops at their base. Much of the dedicated school wide training this year has been used for training in the use of new equipment and spaces in the new school building including training to use of lighting and sound equipment in the drama. Staff had time to familiarise themselves with Omi Vista and Omi Beam interactive equipment. Investment in all CPD is measured against outcomes in children’s achievements in the arts and relate back to our SDP and ongoing evaluation. 

Includes extracts drawn from Tuke Special School


	3. A skilled workforce – Artsmark Gold

	3.2 What is the impact on staff of working with professional artists and arts organisations?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing the benefits of staff working with professional artists and arts organisations. Include two specific examples covering different art forms, based on staff members who should give feedback about the experience.

Examples could be:

• Developing new skills and personal creativity

• Developing new creative approaches to teaching

• Increased confidence

• Passing on skills learned to other staff
	Answer identifies the benefits of working with professional artists and arts organisations.

Two specific examples covering different art forms must be included, with staff feedback.

	Exemplar answer

	We are committed to working with professional artists and organisations. We see this as an opportunity to develop skills, broaden subject knowledge and enhance teaching techniques. Children/students benefit from staff experience and receive excellent teaching which impacts on their attainment.

Artcore offer traditional Indian Art sessions and staff have the opportunity to work alongside the visiting artists and try the technique for themselves.

Linda Allan, Art Teacher

“Working with Artcore has developed my knowledge of Indian Art and has enabled me to try a new technique. I am now able to take what I have learnt from Artcore and develop it in a different way for new or existing projects. Learning new art based techniques is exciting and breathes new life and ideas into your teaching.”

Staff work alongside drumming and vocals specialist teachers engage in the lesson and learn new techniques.

Shirley Smith, Music Teacher.

“Working with Derbyshire City and County Music Partnership has been a really valuable experience for me as a non music specialist. I have been able to work alongside the students and have learnt many skills in the delivery of music and the use of drums.

The students and I have thoroughly enjoyed the drumming sessions, learning about rhythm, the cultural context of the instruments used in Africa and the meaning of the songs.

For students and staff these workshops have been particularly valuable because they are all inclusive and hands on.

Includes extracts drawn from St Clare’s Special School


SECTION 4

Your school in your community

4.1 How do you share your school/setting’s arts achievements and activities with parents, carers and the local community?

4.2 How do other school/settings benefit from the quality of your arts education provision? (Artsmark Gold only)
	4. Your school in your community

	4.1 How do you share your school/setting’s arts achievements and activities with parents, carers and the local community?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words outlining your approach to including parents and carers and the local community in the arts as participants and audiences. You should explain how groups benefit from your arts facilities and activities both onsite and in the community.

Examples could be:

• Regular ways in which parents and carers can attend performances and see their children’s arts work

• Opportunities for parents, carers and community members to take part in arts activities in school/setting

• How pupils take part in arts activities off site, for example in theatres, arts centres or community settings such as the library, homes for the elderly or hospitals

• Involving parents and carers who are reluctant to engage
	Opportunities for parents and carers to share their children’s achievements in the arts at least once a year

The school/setting contributes positively through the arts to the local community

School arts facilities and activities available to and used by the community on non-commercial basis, if this is possible or appropriate.

	Exemplar answer

	All of our students have annual opportunities to share their achievements with parents and carers and other community members through an annual exhibition of arts work and an annual production or show involving dance, drama, music and film. Parents and carers are also invited to observe and sometimes take part in arts workshops with artists alongside our students. Our students perform locally opening exhibitions, conference etc and in December are involved in the Discovery Festival, where they will open the event.  They will also act as part of a carousel of experiences throughout the day with the drumming teacher and students supporting disadvantaged and disabled young people. 

Partner mainstream schools and elderly residents of ‘Braeside’ Residential home come and share in our spring concert and some residents have contributed to our ‘living histories’ drama, drawing and history project. 

Etwall well dressing group come into school to use Arts facilities for their planning of the well dressing to use projection equipment and the space required to create a large design.

Includes extracts drawn from Parkside PRU and St Clare’s Special School


	4. Your school in your community – Artsmark Gold

	4.2 How do other school/settings benefit from the quality of your arts education provision?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Please attach a response from your partner school/setting which explains how they have benefited from the quality of your arts provision.

- or -

Write 200 words describing one partnership based on the arts with (an) other school/setting(s) in which you take a leadership role. Please explain its impact on your school/setting.     

Examples could be:

• Arts-led activity aimed at easing transition between key stages

• Leading training for other schools/settings to improve arts teaching and learning

• Inviting other schools/settings to work with an artist or arts organisation that you have employed

• Running after school/setting activities for a group of schools/settings 
	School/setting has a partnership in place that shows their arts provision and practice is held in high esteem by their partner(s).

Signed statement from a partner on school/setting letterhead or email showing the benefits of the partnership.

Answer must describe the partnership and explain why it has been successful.

	Exemplar answer

	We led on an arts project with Gloucester Primary School. The project was funded through the school’s Projects Budget. The after school ‘Artist Studio’ group of students worked at Gloucester Primary with a group of their pupils to make a group of paintings which would turn the hoarding around the building suite of the new Tuke School into an art exhibition. The structure for the project was taken from the successful Big Draw project ‘Make Your Mark’ held at Tuke earlier in the year. The sessions developed over four weeks as the young people became more comfortable and familiar with tasks and the idea of working together. Staff were able to make contact and plan jointly looking ahead to possible future collaborations. 
We have run wheelie bin drumming classes for our local Key Stage 2/3 Pupil Referral Unit, St Christopher’s. Our drumming teacher, and Art teacher, and a number of students ran a six week workshop for Key Stage 2/3 students attending the PRU which was very successful. (See attached responses from the PRU)
We have recently developed partnerships with “Marshfields’ special school (Peterborough). In Spring last year the Head and Deputy visited our school to look at moderation standards of pupils work. We now intend to share our strengths in the arts with them for example, Creative Arts week, Enterprise week, non arts subjects using the arts as a means of learning, assemblies and performances. We are in the very early stages of developing links with ‘Southfield’ (Bradford). They are moving to a new site in January so we aim to have further contact in Spring 2011. We aim to share creative experiences through use of ICT - films made and filmed performances.

Includes extracts drawn from Tuke Special School, Parkside PRU and St Clare’s Special School


SECTION 5

Partnerships with artists and arts organisations

5.1 How do you plan and evaluate partnerships with artists and arts organisations to ensure they are of high quality?

5.2 What has been your most successful partnership with a professional artist or arts organisation?

5.3 How has a sustained partnership with an artist or arts organisation impacted on your school/setting? (Artsmark Gold only)
5.4 Letter of endorsement (Artsmark Gold only)

	5. Partnerships with artists and arts organisations

	5.1 How do you plan and evaluate partnerships with artists and arts organisations to ensure they are of high quality?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words explaining how you recruit artists and arts organisations to work in your school/setting and how you ensure visits are planned and evaluated with the artist or arts organisation, are part of the curriculum and are of high quality.
	Evidence that staff check out qualifications, experience and quality of artists before employing them.

Visits in or outside school/setting include planning and evaluation with the artist, and are part of curriculum plans.

	Exemplar answer

	All arts partnerships are used to extend learning in specific aspects of the arts curriculum.  Recommendations for partnerships with artists including artists in residence are sought from a range of sources including other schools, our local arts centre and local authority officers.

Initial planning meetings with arts partners, brainstorm ideas and define a framework for each project, clarifying objectives, outcomes, (for instance identifying how quality will be measured), sources of funding, resources and the roles and responsibilities of participants.

Ideas are turned into a brief which defines timelines, outcomes and budget.

All safeguarding procedures are followed.

We apply a process learnt through our work with Creative Partnerships in the past. Ongoing evaluation involving students as well as artists includes the collection of data through on-going feedback evidenced through sources such as photographs, images, film, correspondence, observations, questionnaires and outcomes.  All projects have a final evaluation and report which is distributed to and discussed by all stakeholders.

All such activities are subject to a highly structured school process for monitoring external visits and visiting professionals monitored by two members of SLT.

E.g. Oily Cart Company includes discussion on the ability of students who will be accessing activities and how to differentiate the activities to cater for health and medical needs. 
Includes extract drawn from Hope Special School 


	5. Partnerships with artists and arts organisations

	5.2 What has been your most successful partnership with a professional artist or arts organisation?

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing one partnership with a professional artist or arts organisation. Please include feedback from pupils and staff showing the positive impact of the experience on them.
	Identification and understanding of success criteria for a partnership with an artist or arts organisation

Answer must include feedback from at least one pupil and staff member on the impact of the experience.

	Exemplar answer

	One of our targets was to use the arts as a key aspect of implementing our policy on inclusion. Students had already learnt the techniques of storyboarding, framing and lighting in film making. To develop this work further, we approached a professional film company.  One of the film artists, two key staff and a student who had already shown particular aptitude for using a camera effectively, identified that the creating of sound for film should be made accessible to all of our pupils. As well enabling many students to develop new sound techniques, the film company produced interactive software that could be used independently by students with severe physical disabilities. The new skills of all students engaged in the project were used in the making of a film about life at our school. This is available as part of our school prospectus. The final report following ongoing evaluation reflects the success this project had in contributing towards our policy on inclusion and in the use of film making as part of our curriculum.

Sam who worked as a young apprentice in the project: “I found I learnt a lot about sound by teaching it to someone else.  I want to make a film myself now”
Tara “They made us feel like a real film company ourselves.  It was great!’
Cathy Watts, Deputy Headteacher. “Involving all our young people and staff on this joint project has been very exciting.  It has made a clear contribution towards achieving one of our whole school targets   Parents and teachers have given us wonderful feedback on the positive impact it has had on children and we have established a relationship with an arts organisation on which we intend to build.”   



	5. Partnerships with artists and arts organisations – Artsmark Gold

	5.3 How has a sustained partnership with an artist or arts organisation impacted on your school/setting?

Sustained is defined as where the school/setting has worked with an artist or arts organisation on at least three occasions or over an academic year or more.

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Write 200 words describing how you have worked with artists or arts organisations in a sustained partnership.  Please describe at least two areas of impact this partnership has had on your school/setting.

Examples of impact could include:

• sustained higher achievement

• establishing opportunities for pupils to undertake work experience or learn more about working in the arts sector 

• curriculum development, such as the introduction of a new area of study or skill or a more creative approach

• new out of hours activities

• increased participation by the hardest-to-reach pupils
	Evidence of a sustained partnership with an artist or arts organisation.

Two examples of impact linked to this partnership.

	Exemplar answer

	Graeae Theatre has worked with us for some years, but the introduction of Arts Award has had a significant impact on the way in which we now work with all artists and arts organisations. An opportunity for a student to work assisting an artist was added to a project brief with Graeae Theatre last year. A student was given an opportunity to lead a session as part of an arts day.  The student developed new confidence as well as additional skills and insight about a possible career path as a result of the experience.  
As a result of the success of this project, all partnerships with artists and arts organisations will include an opportunity for students to develop their evidence folders for the Arts Award.
We now also offer opportunity for hard to reach young people in our mainstream partner school to be supported in the Arts Award by our arts award co-ordinator working in conjunction with the artist or arts organisation. 
Includes extract drawn from Tuke Special School


	5. Partnerships with artists and arts organisations – Artsmark Gold

	5.4 In support of your Artsmark application, we require a letter of endorsement from the artist or arts organisation with which you have a sustained partnership.

Sustained is defined as where the school/setting has worked with an artist or arts organisation on at least three occasions or over an academic year or more.

	How to answer
	Assessment criteria

	Please attach a supporting statement from a professional artist or arts organisation, in support of your school/setting’s Artsmark Gold application.  

Supporting statements must:

• be from of an arts partner you have named within your Artsmark application (usually be the partner named in Question 5.3).

• be printed or written on headed paper from the artist or arts organisation and feature an original signature of the artist or a named representative of the arts organisation.

• refer to your school/setting by name within the letter and recommend your school/ setting for the award that you have applied for.

• note the duration, and nature of the sustained partnership.

• endorse your application by providing at least two corroborative statements about your school or setting’s arts offer.
	Attached letter of endorsement from an artist or arts organisation named within the Artsmark application, signed and on headed paper, which clearly endorses two aspects of the arts offer described in the application, from an independent perspective.

	Exemplar answer

	Please see attached letter.


